
Please Support our Save Orillia Wetlands Initiative 

 

Dear Candidates. 
 
As we enter the period of ‘All Candidates Meetings” for the Orillia 2014 Municipal Election, the 
Victoria Point Ratepayers Association would like to get your support on a major issue impacting 
Orillia.    

We need your support: 
You will likely be asked during the upcoming public meetings, but we also wanted to get a 
formal response from you via email. 
 

Question:  
Do you support the residents of Orillia who want to protect our Provincially 
Significant Wetland and are in opposition to the proposed official plan zoning 
change for a development on Victoria Point? 
 
Action Requested: 
è We kindly ask that you reply to us with a Yes or No, so that we may summarize the 

positions of all candidates and share it back with our members.  
 
 
Some candidates have been following this issue for a while, and others have just started to 
educate themselves.   To arm you with the facts surrounding the Victoria Point wetlands, we 
offer you this short recap and suggest a visit to our web site; www.VPRA.ca where further 
details are made available. 

Background: 

1. The most dominant natural feature of Ward 1 is the 140 acre Provincially Significant 
Wetland on Lake Simcoe, part of Victoria Point.   

 

 
 

2. In 1998, the OMB ruled that the Victoria Point Wetlands cannot be developed and must 
be preserved.  
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3. The owner of the Wetland, a Toronto 
area developer, has now carved out 
the smaller upland sections, for an re-
zoning application to be considered to 
build over these woodlands and to 
develop them with high density 
housing (140 unit retirement residence) 
 
 

4. These woodlands are the Wetlands 
only ‘Upland Habitat’.  An Upland 
being one of the three mandatory areas required to support a Healthy Wetland (please 
see attached handout).  
 

5. Aside from questionable land use, there 
are several serious issues facing this 
proposal. Foremost is the protection of 
the wetlands. Ecologically, it is our 
unscientific but well researched opinion 
that the uplands and the lowlands work 
in a natural harmony. The land in 
question is comprised of pristine mixed 
forest, habitat to hundreds of species of 
animals and birds. These woodlands 
would be virtually destroyed, disrupting 
the vibrant life of the wetlands. 
 
 

6. The developer hosted a public forum 9 
months ago to review their plan with the 
public.  Twenty chairs were initially setup 
in a school gymnasium, the public 
turnout was overwhelming and the 
residents soon filled every chair the 
school had. 
 

7. After this meeting, the Victoria Point 
Ratepayers Association sprung into 
action, with resident education teams, 
research teams, fundraising, and 
community outreach. 
 

8. In the past 6 weeks, over 3000 
signatures have been collected, 
opposing the re-zoning. 
 

9. The immediate residents and Orillia at 
large have spoken.  The Wetlands need to be protected, and they are saying “No to 
Rezoning”. 
 

10. Walking or Driving around Orillia, you will see our “awareness” lawn signs.   And in many 
areas they overshadow even the Candidates election signs! 
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The developer made his intentions known in January this year at the public meeting; they have 
not yet submitted a completed application to the city.  We expect them to do so imminently.   
 
People visit and live in Orillia for the pristine lake waters, the plentiful fishing, and the multitude 
of birds and wildlife.  The residents are looking for a city council that has a bold vision and deep 
concern for the environment.  We are not an anti-development group, or anti-growth.  We 
believe there are many existing areas in Orillia for development that are properly serviced.   A 
zoning change in a Wetland makes no sense. 
 
Please review the following links, and feel free to contact us.  We look forward to receiving your 
reply to our “Question” of support. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
   
  
Jeremy Rasmussen (705-325-5300)     Gerry Metzger (705-812-0831) 
Chairman       Vice-Chair  
 
 
 
  
http://m.simcoe.com/news-story/2010688-wetlands-for-sale/ 
  
http://www.orilliapacket.com/2014/01/22/victoria-point-homeowners-want-wetland-protected 
  
http://vpra.ca/save-victoria-point/    
  
http://vpra.ca/an-appeal-to-save-orillia-wetlands/ 
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